







February 28, 2014

Roland Riemers
Chair
North Dakota Libertarian Party
PO Box 14702
Grand Forks ND 58208-4702

Dear Mr. Riemers,

During the 2013 legislative session, two changes were made in state election law that relate to the filing of documents by statewide and legislative candidates for the placement of their names on the primary election ballot.

The first change involves the filing deadline for access to the ballot.  The deadline is now on the sixty-fourth day before the election (used to be the sixtieth day).  For the upcoming June political party primary election, the filing deadline is 4:00 p.m. CDT on Monday, April 7, 2014.

The other change is that legislative candidates must now file their documents with the Secretary of State.  In previous elections, the documents were filed with the County Auditor in the county where the legislative candidate had residency.  While statewide candidates have always filed with the Secretary of State, the change in the filing location for legislative candidates is a significant change.  Please inform your district political parties of this major change and that the 4:00 p.m. deadline is Central Time even for candidates residing in the Mountain Time zone.

It is essential that all candidates are aware of the filing deadline and the location of the filing office for their documents.  State law requires that all candidate documents must be in the physical possession of the Secretary of State prior to 4:00 p.m. CDT on the filing deadline day.

That means, whether they are hand carried, conveyed through the postal service or express carrier, transmitted by fax, or scanned and sent via e-mail, all of the required documents must be received by the Secretary of State prior to the 4:00 p.m. CDT deadline.  If they are transmitted by fax or e-mail, the candidate should follow up with the submission of the original copies for archival purposes.  Candidates should file as soon as they are able in advance of the deadline.  If the filing is incomplete, this office will then have time to contact the candidate before the 4:00 p.m. filing deadline to alert them to any needed corrections.  

On the next page, I have listed items enclosed with this letter.  They include the respective “running” informational pieces for statewide and legislative candidates, along with the required documents that endorsed candidates must file (all forms are available for completion online at www.vote.nd.gov, which then can be printed for submission after signatures are affixed). 

Candidates may submit the documents by mail to the Election Division, Office of Secretary of State, 600 E Boulevard Avenue Dept 108, Bismarck ND 58505-0500, by fax to (701) 328-3413, or by e-mail to soselect@nd.gov.  Again, they must have been received by the Secretary of State prior to 4:00 p.m. CDT.   

						Sincerely,



						Al Jaeger
						Secretary of State 


Enclosures
Letter from Secretary of State 
[bookmark: _GoBack]February 28, 2014 




Running for Partisan Statewide Executive Office (revised August 2013)
Running for the ND Legislature (revised February 2014)
Certificate of Endorsement form SFN 17196 (09-2013)
Affidavit of Candidacy form SFN 02703 (08-13) signature must be notarized 
Statement of Interests form SFN 10172 (08-13) signature must be notarized
