
REFERENDUM PETITION 

TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA 

 

We, the undersigned, being qualified electors request House Bill 1456 passed by the 63rd Legislative Assembly, 

be placed on the ballot as provided by law. 

 

SPONSORING COMMITTEE 
 

The following are the names and addresses of the qualified electors of the state of North Dakota who, as the 

sponsoring committee for the petitioners, represent and act for the petitioners in accordance with law: 

 

Gary A Hangsleben (chairman) 

815 Duke Dr #417 

Grand Forks ND 58201 

 

Evelyn L Albrecht 

2817-17
th

 St S #203 

Grand Forks ND 58201 
 

Tim Amundson 

3548-34
th

 Ave NE 

Inkster ND 58244 
 

Ariel Bialik 

228 Circle Hills Drive 

Grand Forks ND 58201 
 

Matt Borgerson 

311- 8
th

 St N #8 

Grand Forks ND 58201  
 

Megan Bosh  

422 Burdick Ct 

Grand Forks ND 58203 
 

Craig Christianson 

1823 N Washington Lot 121  

Grand Forks ND 58203 
 

Brianna Bushee 

317 Demers #10 

Grand Forks ND 58201 
 

Rebecca Devine 

2517 Belmont Rd 

Grand Forks ND 58201 

Suzanne Fink 

2615-5
th

 Ave N 

Grand Forks ND 58203 

 

Deserae Harstad 

15584-17
th

 St NE 

Reynolds ND 58275 

 

Elizabeth Harris 

604 Cottonwood St 

Grand Forks ND 58201 
 

Rose Salines 

891 Homestead Ct  

West Fargo ND 58078 
 

Heather Jackson 

1413 University Ave #2 

Grand Forks ND 58203 

 

Scott O Loiland, 

2520 9
th

 Ave S #33 

Grand Forks ND 58201 

 

Andrea J Metcalf 

2538 Clover Drive 

Grand Forks ND 58201 

 

Gregory Droske 

1173 Landeco Lane #101 

Grand Forks ND 58201 

 

Margaret Schnerder  

3420 42
nd

 St S #112A 

Fargo ND 58104 

 

Morgan Stewart 

713 20
th

 St N 

Grand Forks ND 58203 

 

Kelicia Samuelson 

1823 N Washington Lot 126 

Grand Forks ND 58203 

 

Dustin Seher 

215 South 4
th

 St #2 

Grand Forks ND 58201 

 

Sharon Smith 

824 25
th

 St S #39 

Grand Forks ND 58201 

 

Daniel S Sturgill 

891 Homestead Court 

West Fargo ND 58078 

 

Bridget Phaneuf 

8 ½ S 3
rd

 St #308 

Grand Forks ND 58201 

 

Jason Lawrence 

1110 Stanford Rd #105 

Grand Forks ND 58203 

 

 



PETITION TITLE 
 

This referendum seeks to reject House Bill 1456 passed by the 2013 Legislative Assembly. This law 

prohibits performing an abortion on a pregnant woman if the unborn child has a detectable heartbeat except 

to prevent the death or serious irreversible impairment of the pregnant woman, certified by documentation; 

it also provides a penalty for an individual performing an abortion in violation of this law.  
 

FULL TEXT OF THE MEASURE 
 

IF MATERIAL IS UNDERSCORED, IT IS NEW MATERIAL WHICH IS BEING ADDED.  IF 

MATERIAL IS OVERSTRUCK BY DASHES, THE MATERIAL IS BEING DELETED.  IF 

MATERIAL IS NOT UNDERSCORED OR OVERSTRUCK, THE MATERIAL IS EXISTING LAW 

THAT IS NOT BEING CHANGED. 
 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1456 
 

AN ACT to create and enact two new sections to chapter 14-02.1 and a new subsection to section 43-17-31 of the 

North Dakota Century Code, relating to limitations on abortion after determination of detectable heartbeat in an 

unborn child and to grounds for disciplinary action for physicians; and to provide a penalty. 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

 

SECTION 1. A new section to chapter 14-02.1 of the North Dakota Century Code is created and enacted as 

follows: 

 

Determination of detectable heartbeat in unborn child before abortion - Exception. 

 

1. Except when a medical emergency exists that prevents compliance with this subsection, an 

individual may not perform an abortion on a pregnant woman before determining, in accordance with standard 

medical practice, if the unborn child the pregnant woman is carrying has a detectable heartbeat. Any individual 

who performs an abortion on a pregnant woman based on the exception in this subsection shall note in the pregnant 

woman's medical records that a medical emergency necessitating the abortion existed. 

 

2. If a physician performs an abortion on a pregnant woman before determining if the unborn 

child the pregnant woman is carrying has a detectable heartbeat, that physician is subject to 

disciplinary action under section 43-17-31. 

 

SECTION 2. A new section to chapter 14-02.1 of the North Dakota Century Code is created and 

enacted as follows: 

 

Abortion after detectable heartbeat in unborn child prohibited - Exception - Penalty. 

 

1. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, an individual may not knowingly perform an 

abortion on a pregnant woman with the specific intent of causing or abetting the termination of the life of the 

unborn child the pregnant woman is carrying and whose heartbeat has been 

detected according to the requirements of section 1 of this Act. 

 

2. a. An individual is not in violation of subsection 1 if that individual performs a medical 

procedure designed to or intended, in that individual's reasonable medical judgment, to 

prevent the death of a pregnant woman, to prevent a serious risk of the substantial and 

irreversible impairment of a major bodily function of the pregnant woman, or to save the 

life of an unborn child. 

b. Any individual who performs a medical procedure as described in subsection 1 shall 

declare in writing, under penalty of perjury, that the medical procedure is necessary, to 

the best of that individual's reasonable medical judgment, to prevent the death of the 

pregnant woman or to prevent a serious risk of the substantial and irreversible 



impairment of a major bodily function of the pregnant woman. That individual also shall 

provide in that written document, under penalty of perjury, the medical condition of that 

pregnant woman that the medical procedure performed as described in subdivision a 

assertedly will address, and the medical rationale for the conclusion that the medical 

procedure is necessary to prevent the death of the pregnant woman or to prevent a 

serious risk of the substantial and irreversible impairment of a major bodily function of the 

pregnant woman. 

 

c. The individual who performs a medical procedure as described in subdivision a shall 

place the written documentation required under subdivision b in the pregnant woman's 

medical records and shall maintain a copy of the written documentation in the individual's 

own records for at least seven years. 

 

3. An individual is not in violation of subsection 1 if that individual has performed an examination 

for the presence of a heartbeat in the unborn child utilizing standard medical practice and that 

examination does not reveal a heartbeat in the unborn child or the individual has been 

informed by a physician who has performed the examination for the unborn child's heartbeat 

that the examination did not reveal a heartbeat in the unborn child. 

 

4. It is a class C felony for an individual to willingly perform an abortion in violation of 

subsection 1. The pregnant woman upon whom the abortion is performed in violation of 

subsection 1 may not be prosecuted for a violation of subsection 1 or for conspiracy to violate 

subsection 1 . 

 

5. This section does not prohibit the sale, use, prescription, or administration of a measure, drug, or chemical designed 

for contraceptive purposes. 

 

SECTION 3. A new subsection to section 43-17-31 of the North Dakota Century Code is created and enacted as 

follows: 

 

The performance of an abortion on a pregnant woman prior to determining if the unborn child the pregnant woman 

is carrying has a detectable heartbeat, as provided in subsection 1 of section 1 of this Act . 

 

 

INSTRUCTIONS TO PETITION SIGNERS 
 

 You are being asked to sign a petition.  You must be a qualified elector.  This means you are eighteen years 

old, you have lived in North Dakota thirty days, and you are a United States citizen.  All signers must add their 

complete residential address or rural route or general delivery address and the date of signing.  Every qualified 

elector signing a petition must do so in the presence of the individual circulating the petition. 
 

 QUALIFIED ELECTORS 
 

Month, Day, 

Year 

Name of Qualified Elector Residential Address or Complete 

Rural Route or General Delivery 

Address 

City, State, Zip Code 

1    

2    

3    

4    

5    



Month, Day, 

Year 

Name of Qualified Elector Residential Address or Complete 

Rural Route or General Delivery 

Address 

City, State, Zip Code 

6    

7    

8    

9    

10    

11    

12    

13    

14    

15    

16    

17    

18    

19    

20    

21    

22    

23    

24    

25    

26    

27    

28    

29    

30    

31    



Month, Day, 

Year 

Name of Qualified Elector Residential Address or Complete 

Rural Route or General Delivery 

Address 

City, State, Zip Code 

32    

33    

34    

35    

36    

37    

38    

39    

40    

 

 

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA              ) 

                   )ss   

COUNTY OF ___________________________   ) 
            (county where signed) 

 

 

I,_____________________________, being sworn, say that I am a qualified elector; that I reside at                                                    
               (circulator) 
 

______________________________________;that each signature contained on the attached petition was 

                (address) 

executed in my presence; and that to the best of my knowledge and belief each individual whose signature 

appears on the attached petition is a qualified elector; and that each signature contained on the attached petition 

is the genuine signature of the individual whose name it purports to be. 

 

 

        ____________________________________________ 

          (signature of circulator) 

 

 

Subscribed and sworn to before me on ____________,2013, at _________________, North Dakota. 

                  (city) 

   

 

                  

(NOTARY SEAL / STAMP)   _______________________________________ 

          (signature of notary) 

        Notary Public   

        My commission expires _________________ 
 


